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Unfinished. 
The day ni ended, and the sun has set, 
TJnflnlabed fa the talk I bad planed 
to do. 
I tit and ponder o'er with deep regret 
The golden tun light vanished from 
my Tlew. 
And thus full oft at last when life doth 
close, 
And toil la ended for the restless feet, 
And for the huay hands the long repose. 
The cherished work of life is incom- 
plete. 
OThou, who knoweet all from tun to 
sun, 
From birthday morning to death's 
evening chill, 
Look on tby children, wltb their tasks 
undone, 
In loving kindness, and forgive them 
still. —The Heartb. 


Pencil Pvlnts. 

Well brethren and sisters, I 
hope that the convention it lo- 
cated at last. We could have 
entertained that convention at 
Booth Bend just as well, and 1 
would not blame onr western 
brethren now if they wonld ob- 
ject, but we most bear with one 
another, and eo fulfill the law of 
Christ It does not make any 
difference to me where it ia, I 
will be there if I am alive and 
well. All I pray for is that all 
that may be amid and done may 
be done to the honoring of God's 
name and the upbuilding of bis 
canae. If every one goee there 
with tbie idea in view, it will be 
just that way. But if we go 
there with some scheme or sel- 
fish motive in onr hearts it may 
result aome other way. Mr pol- 
icy wonld be to stick closely to 
our {Now Testament) creed at all 
events and all will be well. I 
am sorry to have to say that in 
some of our congregations now, 
selfishness is pleased first. Then 
if this is to be the role, the cause 
ia bound to suffer and can't belp 
it. I never knew it to fail for 
eighteen years in the German 
Baptist church, nor for three 
years that I have lived in the 
Brethren church. Now my ad- 
vice wonld be if we want any 
change in onr proceedings to 
consult our creed closely, and if 
that forbids it in any way then let 
the scheme drop right there and 
then, and that will put an end to 
all strife. Strife is a dangerous 
thing in a church. There is no 
peace in any church where 
strife and contention is going on. 
Our church ia in a tolerable 
condition now. We held a com- 
munion service the 18th of last 
month, aud I never attended a 
nicer feast in my lite. Every- 
thing passed oft lovely. Brother 
Uolsinger was with us and serv- 
ed. It was a season long to be 
remembered by our members and 
by those that visited us. About 
fifty communed. It was rather 
a busy time. Less than half of 
our own congregation being 
present, from being busy with 
haying and other causes. 

Onr Sabbath school is a grand 
success this summer. We have 
a large attendance and good in- 
terest by both old and yonng. ' 
We have announced a harvest 
* and thanksgiving meeting tor 
three weeks from yesterday, at 
the Fair View Chapel. We In- 
vite adjoining members and 
everybody to be with na on that 
day. A good meeting is expect- 


ed. Sisters Lottie Holsinger 
and Sigerfoose and others will 
be present to talk to us. 

I see in the report of the Ohio 
S. S. convention a question 
whether onr church will allow 
socials gotten up for the benefit 
of the church. I wonld refer 
those persons to 1st Cor. 16 : 1, 
2, 8, and if they can not support 
the cause and pay the preacher 
that way they might as well quit; 
for it will go begging any other 
way. Christ baa provided a 
plain and honest way in onr 
creed and it is better than man's 
ways. I think whenever it 
comes to that, that the church 
will be hard up and the preacher 
ditto. There ia no church well 
organized but what can pay the 
preacher in the gospel way, and 
if not there mnet be something 
radically wrong, some where. 
The preacher is not worthy* his 
place or the members are ont of 
line of duty or something not 
right. May be both are in the 
fanlt. 

With love, prayers and well 
wiahea toward all I subscribe 
myself your brother. 

F. H. Feaiib. 

Sweet Home, lad., July 4, '87. 


Oar Trip to the Valley. 
Our worthy editor has told 
you that Bro. Perry wonld fill 
Bro. Mason's appointments in 
the Valley Sunday, July 3rd. 

Well, onr first appointment 
was in the morning at Farmers- 
ville. The attendance was good 
and the attention marked, not- 
withstanding the warm weather, 
and a tiredness, which necessarily 
follows harvest work. Our 
brethren at Farmereville are a 
warm-hearted band of Christians. 
They are not strong in number, 
bnt strong in the faith. They 
have many reasons to be encour- 
aged. God baa snrely blessed 
them — spiritually and temporally, 
A good indication of effectual 
church work in any church is to 
see our young men and women 
actively engaged in Sabbath 
School and church work. From 
what we con Id see our young 
people at Farmereville are really 
interested in the church. This 
feature of our church work should 
be,encouraged more every where. 
Our young men and women only 
need encouragement and due 
appreciation ot their work in 
this direction and they will fur- 
nish us a much needed power for 
good. 

Our second appointment was 
at Winchester, 8 p. m. There, al- 
so, we preached once about a year 
ago. The people of Winchester 
are noted for their Christian 
zeal and the Brethren are among 
the first. They are prosperous 
and hopetul for the future. They 
are working now to have a house 
of worship soon. They will have 
it, too; for they have the deter- 
mination and means to accom- 
plish it. A prominent feature 
of the Winchester church ia a 
class of active, middle- aged men 
and women with a sufficient 
number of silver haired fathers 
and mothers to give encourage- 
ment. There is a great power 
in such a church for good. 
Onr meeting at Winchester 


was well attended, and we were 
all benefitted. The good people 
there have a happy faculty of 
making yon feel at home vftth 
them. 

Our evening appointment was 
at Lexington, bnt we failed to 
fill it on account of rain at time 
of starting from Winchester. 
Our physical strength is not very 
great now, and we are obliged to 
avoid getting wet, if possible. 

Brethren at Lexington, we 
were with yon in spirit, if not in 
body. We had looked forward 
to that evening with bright an- 
ticipation of meeting with yon, 
but our ho pea were blighted. 
There is a lesson, however, in a 
disappointment : that we should 
place our whole trnst in God 
with whom there ie no disap- 
pointment. Brethren, if we did 
not meet you this time, ws hope 
to in the future, — if not on earth, 
in heaven. 

The places spoken ot above 
lie in our Bro. Mason's field ot 
work in the Valley. It will not 
be out of place to say here, that 
Bro. Mason has done a good 
work there in a large field. Time 
and eternity can only measure 
the good he ha* done. God will 
richly reward him. 

Our visit as a whole was soul 
inspiring and strengthening to 
the body. We came home look- 
ing much better than when we 
went away. — Mrs. Perry .told us 
so. We are especially under 
obligations to brethren, Uenkle, 
Gilbert, and Coler for convey- 
ance to the different places ot 
meeting. May God's richest 
blessings rest upon all the dear 
brethren in the Valley, 

W. C. Pbrry. 


The Convention. 


ward. Does the ministry have to 
take up the ark, aa did the Jews 

and bear it upon their ehouldera, 
on toot ? or shall we adopt some 
bettor method to carry the work 
forward rapidly? 

In matters where the whole 
body ia concerned the whole body 
should be represented. Hence 
the necessity of a general system 
of choosing representatives to a 
gener d convention. Then how 
can we have such a system ex- 
cept the general brotherhood 
creati - it in convention, for states 
and local bodies to work under? 
I therefore believe the conven- 
tion is right and none too soon. 
The question has been seriously 
asked what shall be done at the 
convention. Some have answer- 
ed in rather a gesting manner. 
Come brethren this ie the work 
of the Lord, so let us prove our- 
selves worthy of our calling and 
meet the emergencies as the 
weight of the subject demands. 

The itinerant system has been 
mentioned by some of the breth- 
ren, and condemned. What is 
the object ional features and what 
the amendments? I am ot the 
impression that the itinerant 
system has been the vehicle to 
carry the gospel to more isolated 
places than any other system in 
use, If there is something better 
tell us what it is and how it 
works, I am not in favor of 
rejecting a system because some 
one else has adopted it. 

Brethren let us lay the founda- 
tion for a correct system of 
church work at the comiug.cou- 
vention, tor it will take several 
years to put any good system in 
good working order. 

Elder J. Myers. 
San Diego, Csl. 


Mother Garver especially de- 
sires me to express her gratitude 
to the many old friends for the 
earnest way in which they went 
about to make her visit a pleas- 
ant one. 

There are many things that 
ws want to mention that we are 
compelled to- leave over until 
next week, as our train is nearly 
due and we will have to leave for 
our appointments. 

Edward Mason. 


I have watched with interest 
what has been said of the coming 
convention. I like Bro. S. 11. 
Jiashor'a proposition, so lar aa 
the work of an evangelist goes ; 
but when he cornea to the main 
work itself, the ministry, he pro- 
poses to drop it lor the present 
at least. The work of an evan- 
gelist is an important one and 
should not be under estimated 
or overlooked. Bnt the work of 
the ministry ia a greater one. 
An evangelist may go out from 
ths church and chooss his field 
to work in, and in one month 
baptize twenty or thirty and or- 
ganize them into a local church. 
But it is the work of a life time 
to feed and care for the lambs 
bo organized ; and who is to do 
it? The miuiatry ; yes, bnt in 
their present disorganized con- 
dition they cannot. Experience 
in California has taught us this 
lesson. 

Again, I cannot see things as 
Bro. W. L. Spaaogle, of Pa., 
thinks he sees them. If I un- 
derstand properly, the first steps 
in organizing a brother- hood 
was taken at Ashland and Day- 
ton conventions, and now the 
pressing necessity is at hand for 
a complete system of church 
work. The gospel is to be 
preached to all the world, but 
how shall it be done ? The ques- 
tion to solve is what kind ot 
vehicle is to carry the work for- 


1'enusyl vania Items. 


Since writing our last from 
Berlin, Pa., we arrived safely at 
Ashland. We lett onr family at 
West Salem, and they will visit 
there while I go to the Miami 
Valley to till my usual appoint- 
ments. 

Bro. V. E. Wsmpler sent me 
very strict and emphatic orlere 
that I must not fail to be there 
on the 10th, as there were sever- 
al who were getting anxious to 
be baptized. 

Bro. Browu for some reason 
did not fill the appointment he 
about hah way promised to, at 
Little York. 

While I was at Berlin, we left 
our little Mamie in the care of 
Bro. and Siater McKinley at 
Meyersdale. Our little Glenn 
was with us, aud he spent most 
of bis time at the home of Sister 
Annie Noaag, daughter of Bro. 
llolxinger. We <lo not know- 
how to express our gratitude for 
the kindness we received at their 
hands. 

While we are writing abont 
hospitality we muat not forget 
mentioning Bro, Albert Seibert 
and family. But, oh my ! If 
we are going to begin talking 
about hospitality, ws will have 
to take in the whole of Somerset 
County. We never were treated 
better, and then yon know Som- 
erset County hospitality has a 
wide spread notoriety. 


Pearl, Michigan. 
Dsab Brethren AND Sibtres : — 
I shall address you as such, al- 
though a stranger in person but 
not in grace. We uever had the 
Brethren doctrine preached here 
until Bro. H. II. Snyder came 
here and preached it to us. 
Through his preaching husband 
and myself came into the church, 
for which we thank the Lord 
and ask an interest in all your 
prayers that we may ever 
be found faithful and all meet in 
the sweet by and by. 

We have preaching every Sun- 
day and Sunday night, alternate. 
Sabbath School every Sunday at 
half past ten. We expect to 
have a children's meeting in the 
near future and wish that some 
ot our brothers and sisters, whom 
we have uever met, could be with 
na. We are tew in number but 
we are going to work faithfully, 
and try and increase our number 
if we can. Bro. Snyder was or- 
dained last spring and we bad a 
very pleasant vieit trom Bro. 
W. Clark, of Dowagi&c, but 
the trouble was his visit was not 
near long enough. But we ex- 
pect a good long visit from him 
after harvest, and hope that be 
will bring bis wife with him. 
Wish the Kvani.klim Godspeed. 
Mrs. James F. Ckafts. 
Fenn ville, Mich. 


From Lanark, III. 

Thinking about the best meth- 
ods of advancing the cause, I 
have been convinced that co- 
operation among the workers is 
needed, an exchange of plana of 
work, an interchange of thought 
upou the question of church 
work. In fact the active, work- 
ers of the church should har- 
moniously blend all the forces of 
the ministry to a more successful 
teaching of the Word. Why 
not have a tuiuisteral convention, 
where the weaker ministers 
might obtain benefit from those 
who have had more experience, 
and are firmly grounded iu the 
truth ? 

The ministry ha* very much to 
do with the growth or decay of 
the church. "Like priest like 
people." Then why not care 
more for the ministry ? Why 
not cultivate It more ? Why not 
talk and write more about the 
power and influence of the min- 
istry ? Let us meet then some- 
where iu one body, if not in one, 
in two, and if not in two in three 
different localities, to enhance 
efficiency of our work. What 
Bay some ot yon? Can't we 
meet just before the general con- 
vention ? 

One united with the church at 
Lanarkatourfaatservices. May 
God help her to be true to her 
profession. 

Z, T. LlVIEQOOD. 
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